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Ideas for sightseeing
and lodging

ot Columbiz
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30-something tech-company
manager named Potr, from
urope, and his wife, Barbara,
an administrative manager, move
enthusiastically from window to
wincow at the Sky View Observa-
tory on the 73rd floor of the
Celumbia Center in downtown
Scattie. *The view 1 beautiful ™
Barbara says. “We can see so
many thngs. We are vary happy
we came up here ™
Nearby, a retired couple from
Lencon point out sites belaw
that they've already explored and
sites they still plan to see, whie a
Seartle-area millennial shows a
frend from Calfernia around, and
they pause at interpretive panels
with information such as the num-
ber of major glackers—more than
two dozen—on Mount Rainler.
The panorama visible from the
observatory, at 902 feet above
strest level, Includes Puget Sound,
with its fiurry of ferryboats and
freighters; numerous shands and
inlets; the 175-foot-tall Seattle
Great Wheel, the 605-foat Space
Needle; Lake Union; the Part of

Seattie’s red cranes; Mount
Rainier; Mouns Baker; and the
Olympsc Mountans on the honzon
10 the west,

And the vista to the cast,
Incluaing Lake Washington
and the city of Bellevue, is now
displayed in full, thanks to an
crpansion of the observatory
last summer that provided a 350-
degree veew by alowing sght-
seers 1o make a complete picture-
windows circuit of the 73rd flcor

Beginning early this summer,
the spectacular eastward view wall
be what greets visitors arrving on
the observatory floor via two new
Cxpeess elevators now under
construction, The elevators wil
whisk guests in just 70 seconds
from the Columbea Cemter's
Fourth Avenue lobby to the obser-
vatory, eliminating the need to
make 3 connection between two
different banks of office-worker
elevators. The observatory is also
gainng 3 new food-and-beverage
option, with cocktals and bar
betes complementing the view.

In 2ddition, the Fourth Avenue
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lobby itse¥ 5 being completely
rencvated to Include the cbserva-
tory box office, observatory-
related retad space and a grand
starcase connecting the first and
second levels of a three-story
atrium that containg various eater
125, The renovation is desgned to
provide an Impressve welcome
before people board the clevators
to what s described as “the talest
chservarory inthe Northwest.”

"We wanted to streamiine the
guest experience to reach the
observatory,” says Jenmifer
Tucker, general manager of the
sky-high attraction. "And we feel
like any visit to Seattle shouid stars
here. The city is at your feet. You
can see st all if you're a visitor, you
can see how cverything relates,
and If you're a local, you get a
poodsense of how the cay s
being transformed. 1 bring my own
friends and family bere luse it as
a place 1o show off my city. It's
Stunning. It amazng.”

For more information, see
skyviewobservatory.com

The fofowing are some of the
many other new options in the
Puget Sound arca:

ATTRACTIONS
« Nordic Museum (nordicmuse-
umn.org): The Ballard-neighbor
hood museum, scheduled 1o apen
May 5 in anew 60,000-2quare-
foot building, will provide ex-
panded exhibit space and pro-
pramming/event opLons featur-
ing Oenmark, Finland, icefand,
Norway and Sweden

« SODO Track (sodotrack
com): Expected 1o be completed
by this August, the art project—a



LECOM AT OWN FIONILE SQUMIE. ™

public-private colaboration—
foatures the work of 50 artists
along a 2mile strect-art corndor
on Fifth Avenue South between
Royal Brougham Way and Spo-
kane Street downtown, A total of
32 wals are being painted
« The Spheres (seattiespheres.
com): Amazen's three connected
glass-domed green spaces—
with thausands of pants,
from orchids and passion-
fliowers 1o spéte moss
and fan-leaved aoe, cur-
ated with the help of botan-
ical gardens and universi
1ies across the globe—
are open 1o viILors two
Saturdays a month by
resecvation (available 30
cays in advance)
« State Route 520 Bicycle/
Pedestrian Trail (wadotwa gov)
On this new 14-fo0t-wide con-
crete path, separated from car
traffic by a barrier, you can ride or
walk 2.7 miles across the bridge
aver Lake Washington between
Seattle and Ballevue. The bridge
trail includes 17 viewpaints, and
connects to more than 60 miles of
addwonal trails.

DSING

Hecont Openings/Remodaeis:

with an scciamed 13 Coins restau-

rant aiso onsite.

« The Even Hotel and Stay-
bridge Suites (ihg com);: Sharing
a bar, lounge and outcoor pato,
the side-by-ude hotels in the
South Lake Union neighborhoad
promuse style and serenity

« Hotel Interurban
(hotedinterurban com): An indoor
saline paold, the Wazerleaf Restau-
rant & Bar, a robot that makes
deliveries to guestrooms, and
views of Mount Ramier wil be
amang the amenities at this hotel
cipected to open before the end
of May in Seattie’s Southside

+ Hotel Theodore (hoteltheo-
dore.com): Ths upscale hotelina
histoncal budding downtown fea-
tures photography and drawings
from Seatsle’s Museum of History
& Industry that pay tnibute 1o
Seattie nnovators, The onste
restaurant, Rider, celebrates
forest and ocean

« Hyatt Regency Lake Wash-
ington at Seattle's Southport
(lakewashington regency hyatt
com): Guests endy water and
Seattie-skyline views at this lale-
front hotel in Renton, south of
Seactie, Water's Table restaurant

features alfresco dning and sea-

sonal, Northwest-inspired cussine
+ Loews Hotel 1000 (loewsho:
tels com/hosel-1000-seattle): A

multimillion-doliar renovation,
completed this past fall at the
downtown hotel, updated guest:
rooms, meeting spaces, the lobby
and the restaurant, which now has
a strong seafood focus as the AR
Warer Seafood & Oyster Bar,

« Motif Seattle, A Destination
Hotel (destnationhote’s.comy
motif.seattle): A 310 milion reno-
vation of all the guestrooms in the
chic, boutique downtown hotel—
which has a popular Efth-floce
rooftop lounge and deck—includ-
ed significant investment in local
art pieces

« Salish Lodge (salshodge
com): A $12 millon remodet of
this property, xnown for 25 views
of Snogualmie Falls, ndudes
expansion to 85 guestrooms, and
redesgn of all guestrooms, with
features such as gas fireplaces.

z « Embassy Suites by Hilton

F] : Seattle Downtown Pioneer

; "D s - Square (embassysuites com)!

- \ ater Squad Located near CenturyLink Field,
3 :; the hotel offers amenities such as
$%3

an indoor poct and a sun deck,
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NEW AT SEA-TAC

» At Seattle-Tacoma Interna-
tional Airport (seatacshops,
com), new attractions include
the Termnal Getaway Spa,

and Gining options such as Alki
Bakery, Fioret by Cafe Flora,
Qdoba, Rel'Lish Burget Lounge
and Starbucks Evenings, with

more additions anticipated this
year, including Poppa Woody's,
Stonehouse Cafe, Camden-
foodco., Le Grand Comptoir,
Capitol Hif Food Hall and
Baltard Brew Mall Restaurants
espected 10 open next year
Include Skillet and Sunset Fried
Chicken Sandwiches,

« Sheraton Seattle Hotel
(sheratonseattle com); The down-
town hotel has completed most of
a 353 millian renovation, creating
amore conternparary feclin
spaces ranging from the guest-
ro0ms Lo the jobby.

Upcoming Hotel Openings:

+ The Charter Seattle, Curio
Collection by Milton (curiccollec:
tian3 hikkon.com): Scheduled to
open downtown in third-quarter
2018, the hotel includes a 16¢h-
floor roaftop launge, and an
Argentina-inspired restaurant,
Patagon

« Graduate Seattie
(graduatehotels comseattle):
Located in a 19305 Art Deco
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buiding in the University Datrice,
the hatel 15 expected to open ths
fz2ll. Dacor will pay tribute 1o bacal
scenery, music and butiness, and
to famous Universty of Washing-
ton ahumni

« Hyatt Regency Seattle
(hyattregencyseattle.caom): Ex-
pected to be the regian’s largest
hotel, with 1,260 puestrooms, it is
scheduled to open this fal In the
Denny Triangle area. The hosel is
secking LEED Gold certfication

+ The State Hotel (statehotel
com): Scheduled to open this
summer ¢ 3 1904 buwldng down-
town, the bowutique hotel will have
amersties such as an eighth-floce
rocftop terrace averioaking Pike
Place Market. s




